
         

 

 

1) Mandinka wovels are `+�d+�h+�n+�t- 
    Mandinka is a phonetic language, these sounds 

    don’t change like in English. 

 

2) The vowels are either short or long:     

    ( Á`Á in�Êj`mnnÁ+�but�Ê``Á in ”j``mnnÁ( 
 

3) In a single Mandinka word there is always a   

    consonant between two different wovels. 

    Specially note the semiwovels “v” and “x”.  

     

4) Remember the differences between English and  

    Mandinka consonants: Mandinka has two “new”  

    consonants, ù and Ã. �
    The “missing” consonants are: g, q, v, x, z:�����
���������Ê≠hù�a`mjnn�snn�lt�J`lahx`�kd�shÁ�
�
4(�The only double consonants are: kk+�ll+�nn��
�����
5(�The only accepted digraphs are: �
�����la�le�lo�mb�mc�mi�mj�mr�ms�ùÃ�ùx�
�
6(�High or low pitch is marked only for certain pronouns,  

     so ÊvtknnÁ means either “dog” or “bush”.  

 

8) Write also the short “small” words separately.  

    These are pronouns, conjunctions, connections,  

    particles and helping (auxilliary) words  

 

9) There are some suffixes as well: ,a`kh+�,kt+�,x``+�,s` 

    They are written together with the main word.  

 

10) In Mandinka text each word should be written as  

       it were there all alone! 

     However, in spoken language certain phrases can omit  

     the words (specially pronouns) and change the sounds. 

     Make sure, that you have written all the pronouns  

     and then check the spelling of the surrounding words. 

 

12) Likewise you write the combined words as you hear  

      them.  The words on the left are not combined words.  

      

 

 

13) Know the few words with the hyphen. Note the one- 

      word verbs without hyphen like Êrtjtrtjt+�jhrhjhrh Á 

 How to write Mandinka -    WEC /JJ        
 instructions those who are used to write in English 

@ like “@c`l`”  (compare the English word “army”) 

D�like “Dmr`”       (compare the English word “end”)  

H��like “Hrl`xhk`”  (compare the English word “in”) 

N like “Nl`qt”,   (compare the English word “off”) 

T like “Trtl`m” (compare the English word “guru”) 

v�,��jtvn+�jdvn+�G`v`��
x�,��lnxh+�khxn+�ihxn+�shxn+�shxnn+�shx`sdxn             

ù�,��ù`+�ù`k`rnn+�adùn+�lhù��
Ã�,��Ã``+�Ãdvn 

jtkknn+�jtll``x``+�e`mm`` 

I  /  we:         m+�l+�ù`�.�Ñ+�Å+�ùº�                 
you / they:                h�.�» 

vn+�Ãhù+�`mhù+�a`qh+�en+�jn+�mhù+�kd�.�md+�
atj`+�j`+�xd+�ad+�sd+�k`�.�m`+�sn+�l`+�edd��

Intransitive verbs need a subject:  

M�m``s`-�L�l`kts`-�@�e``s`�kd-��
Transitive verbs need both subject and object: 

@�xd�`�knù�md-�L�l`ù�`�id-�@�xd�`�e``-�
®�xd�`�en�jn�ldù�J`khhkt-�@�j`�`�cnln-��
A command can be one-word sentence:�'S`` (��

L�o`rhs`�lnnkt�k`�adsdx``a`khx``�k`�kd-�

j`q`ù�adsnn����,���j`q`latùn���,��j`q`mm``�
ltrnn�chùn����,���chlltrnn���,��chmjdvn�
mhmrnn�rhùn����,����mhmrhrhùn���,��mhmrhatvn 

jtlann+�j`le``+�j`mcnn+�mhmrnn+�rhk`ùÃ``�

v``sh,vn,v``sh+�lnn,vn,lnn+�jtmstù,jtmstù+�
r``xhù,r``xhù+�enknn,enknn+��etk`,etk`����


